
 

Next Weekend there will be a second collection to 

support youth work in the Archdiocese and beyond, 

especially the work of the Southwark Catholic Youth 

Service, which provides a variety of activities for youth 

and young adults.  

For more info, visit www.tinyurl.com/scys1 or join the 

Southwark Catholic Youth network for regular updates 

at www.tinyurl.com/scysnetwork.  

Please take a leaflet from the table in the porch with 

activities for Youth & Young Adults. 

Southwark Catholic Youth Autumn Newsletter can be 

read here Southwark Catholic Youth Newsletter, Au-

tumn 2025  

 

Many Thanks for your contributions last weekend, 

which came to £336.40, to the Archbishop’s Appeal.  

Find out more or donate online: https://

www.rcaos.org.uk/archbishops-appeal 

The Archbishop’s Appeal is a Diocesan second  

collection that funds key areas of ministry: Youth and 

Evangelisation, Our Faith in Action (Caritas) and  

Clergy Care and Formation.  

 

Christmas Carol Service on Saturday 20th  

December at 3pm in church followed by refreshments 

in the parish hall. This is always a very joyful occasion. 

Please mark the date in your calendar.  Please feel free 

to speak to the Sunday Mass choir leaders for more 

information.   

Choir practice on Saturdays at 10.45am in the small 

hall. 

 

Archbishop John Wilson will deliver a talk on the  

Holy Land. Distinguished panellists will discuss the 

crisis in the Holy Land at a day conference on Friday 

21 November at St Mary’s University, Twickenham. 

Delegates can attend in-person or online. 

Title: Weeping in Ramah – The Crisis in the Holy Land 

Time: 9:30am – 6:30pm 

Where: Shannon Suite, St Mary’s University 

On campus and online. You can book your place online 

here WEEPING IN RAMAH - Friday 21st November 

2025 | St Mary's University Online Store  

For further information please email: Revd Dr Ashley 

Beck ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 

 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for November: 

For collaboration between different religious  

traditions. Let us pray that believers in different  

religious traditions might work together to defend and 

promote peace, justice and human fraternity.   

 

  

 

 
 

 

Parish Liturgy Meeting on Wednesday 19th  

November at 7.30pm in the small hall (attached to the 

church). Parishioners are invited to suggest additions 

or changes that could enhance any aspect of our parish 

liturgy by completing the leaflet available on the table 

at the back of the church and posting it through the 

presbytery letterbox or give to the priest after Mass. At 

the meeting we will be discussing and planning for the 

Advent, Christmas and the New Year liturgies and any 

ideas or suggestions from parishioners would be  

welcomed. 

The leaflets can also be used to volunteer for specific 

liturgical roles in our Sunday Masses.  

 

Prayer Intentions Book: Parishioners are invited to 

write any prayer intentions in our Parish Prayer  

Intentions book which is placed on the table at the 

back of the church. Please take time to read the  

intentions and include them in your prayers. 

 

Join our Mailing List: To receive our weekly  

newsletter by email please email wellingsecre-

tary@rcaos.org.uk to subscribe, include your name 

and confirm your consent to receive our newsletter.  

You can unsubscribe at any time by notifying the  

parish office. Your email address will not be shared  

and used only to receive our newsletter.  

 

Online Parish Gift Aid Declaration Sign-up: 

Support our parish and make your donations go  

further by signing a valid Gift Aid Declaration form. 

Go to https://forms.rcaos.org.uk/giftaid.  

 
Bexley Foodbank: Donations can be left in the box 

in the porch. Your support and generosity is much  

appreciated. A list of urgently wanted items can be 

found at https://bexley.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/

donate-food/ as well as a list of not needed items—

thank you. Donations of strong ‘bags for life’ are  

wanted—please put any spare bags you have in the  

donation box. Thank you. 

 

Cheques: If you write a cheque for your church  

collection, hall hire, mass stipends etc. please could 

you write the payee as RCAS WELLING and not ‘St 

Stephen’s Church’. This is due to a change of our bank 

account name. NatWest bank will no longer accept 

cheques that do not match our account name. Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

 

SVP & Ink Cartridges: Recycle your old ink  

cartridges and raise funds for the St Vincent de Paul 

Society by placing them in the box on the table in the 

porch (no large cartridges). Many thanks. 

 

 

DONATIONS 
 

All donations are greatly appreciated to help support 

our church & parish. Thank you. 

 

The offertory collection after the Liturgy of the Word 

during Mass on Saturday evening & Sunday morning 

is for parishioners who wish to donate with their gift 

aid envelopes or with loose cash. If you choose to  

donate via the digital plate in church, online or by 

standing order, please continue to do so—there is no 

need to change your chosen method of giving. The  

collection bag will also be circulated for second  

collections. 

 

Support our parish and make your donations go  

further by signing a valid Gift Aid Declaration form. 

Go to www.rcaos.org.uk/media/xfqfyxyj/welling-

planned-giving-and-gift-aid-form.pdf Paper copies of 

the form are available on the table at the back of the 

church. You can also join the gift aid scheme by  

completing an online form at https://

forms.rcaos.org.uk/giftaid.  

Donate online at https://portal.mydona.com/

assets/webPay/index.php?cid=236 or https://

justgiving.com/campaign/parishsupport—please  

include parish name and location. To set up a standing 

order to make regular monthly donations see bank  

details below.   

 

NatWest Bank 

Sort Code: 51-70-14 

Account No. 39013332 

Account Name: RCAS Welling 

Please use your name as a reference Thank you. 

  

Digital Collection Plates are situated at the back of 

the church. Your donation can be gift aided by  

completing a digital Gift Aid Declaration on the Digital 

Collection Plate screen (name, address and email  

address required) and all future donations you make 

using this card will automatically be recorded as a gift 

aid donation. A Gift Aid Declaration is required when 

using the Digital Collection Plate for the first time even 

if you are registered for Gift Aid at St Stephen’s.  

    Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time     (C) 

 
Saturday 15th November          

5pm        Mr Vu’s Family Intentions 

 

Sunday 16th November              

9.30am     Olive & Michael Reilly RIP 

11.30am    People of the Parish 

 

Mon 17th          St Hilda, Religious   

 10am    Romaldina Fernandes RIP—anniv 

         

Tues 18th         Feria          

Mass for Deceased Clergy at St George’s Cathedral at 

12.30pm  

 7pm     Lina Traverso & Anna Maria  
                  (G Chiosso) 

      Novena  Prayers 
 
Wed 19th        Feria                                 

 10am     Birthday—MA & JJ Paguntalan  

      

Thurs 20th      Feria 

 10am     Winefride Cowling & David Cowling 

                (G Chiosso) 

Fri 21st    Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

  10am     Denzel D’Costa—thanksgiving birthday   

      
Sat 22nd            St Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr  

 10am      Parish Memorial Mass 

       Mr Malavski Valerij RIP 
             
       Sacrament of Reconciliation 
               10.30am—11am & 4pm—4.30pm 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

(Year C)  

Saturday 22nd November 

5pm          Mary Daly RIP                       (S Daly) 

Sunday 23rd November  

9.30am      Teresa Carolan                        (A&J Carolan) 

11.30am     People of the Parish 

ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH 
 

26 DEEPDENE ROAD, WELLING, KENT DA16 3QL  Telephone: 020 8303 4422 
Parish Priest:  Canon Edward Perera 

website: www.saintstephens.co.uk.   Email: welling@rcaos.org.uk  
Secretary: Mrs. Lorraine Harris.  email: wellingsecretary@rcaos.org.uk 

 
School: St. Stephen’s Primary School, Ruskin Avenue, Welling. Kent. DA16 3QG 

 Telephone: 020 8303 9738 

Please remember in your prayers the sick and 

housebound; at home, in hospital or in  

residential care. 

https://rcsouthwark.us22.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce4fc5887527e3c0a17cd0367&id=1e8cf35cc1&e=4f6a40b022
https://rcsouthwark.us22.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce4fc5887527e3c0a17cd0367&id=70768c667a&e=4f6a40b022
https://mailchi.mp/51e85c6f5221/youth-events-coming-up-48369
https://mailchi.mp/51e85c6f5221/youth-events-coming-up-48369
https://www.rcaos.org.uk/archbishops-appeal
https://www.rcaos.org.uk/archbishops-appeal
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/contact/docs/2020-aug-campus-map.pdf
https://estore.stmarys.ac.uk/product-catalogue/conferences-events/faculty-of-education-theology-and-the-arts/weeping-in-ramah-friday-21st-november-2025
https://estore.stmarys.ac.uk/product-catalogue/conferences-events/faculty-of-education-theology-and-the-arts/weeping-in-ramah-friday-21st-november-2025
https://estore.stmarys.ac.uk/product-catalogue/conferences-events/faculty-of-education-theology-and-the-arts/weeping-in-ramah-friday-21st-november-2025
mailto:ashley.beck@stmarys.ac.uk
mailto:ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:wellingsecretary@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:wellingsecretary@rcaos.org.uk
https://forms.rcaos.org.uk/giftaid
https://bexley.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://bexley.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
http://www.rcaos.org.uk/media/xfqfyxyj/welling-planned-giving-and-gift-aid-form.pdf
http://www.rcaos.org.uk/media/xfqfyxyj/welling-planned-giving-and-gift-aid-form.pdf
https://forms.rcaos.org.uk/giftaid
https://forms.rcaos.org.uk/giftaid
https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=236
https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=236
https://justgiving.com/campaign/parishsupport
https://justgiving.com/campaign/parishsupport


Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  (C) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Scripture Insights 

Luke’s eschatological discourse is the final teaching of 

Jesus before he enters into the Last Supper, passion, 

and resurrection. It seems fitting that Jesus would talk 

about end times so close to his death. It is also fitting 

that Jesus allows his followers a last chance to back out 

of their discipleship by revealing what might await 

them. The picture he paints is sobering. 

  

The community for which Luke wrote faced arrest and 

persecution at the hands of the Romans, so this  

discourse must have spoken to them eloquently. In it 

Jesus warns his followers and bolsters their courage in 

the face of opposition. He lays out a logical progression 

that connects the destruction of the temple with that of 

the world (and so it was connected in the minds of the 

Jewish people). Sounding like an Old Testament  

prophet, Jesus speaks of chaotic events that must take 

place before this ends, but he makes it clear that wars 

and rumours of wars can happen in any age and are no 

help in determining the exact time. Jesus is sure,  

however, that discipleship almost guarantees arrest, 

persecution, and trial, just as he suffered them. His  

exhortation warns disciples against following false 

teachers and exhorts them to trust in God’s wisdom and 

strength.  

  

Reflections 

· One theme in today’s readings is justice—especially 

social justice. How do we respond as a Church to our 

collective duty to empower participation in community 

life? 

 · The apocalyptic imagery in the Gospel might evoke 

fear. Yet we can be reassured that the coming of God’s 

kingdom is anything but scary. Rather, in the words of 

the prophet Malachi, it is an opportunity to experience 

the healing rays of God’s justice.  

  

Introduction to Mass 

As the earth in the northern hemisphere readies for the 

sleep of winter and the fruits of the earth become ready 

for harvest, our Church turns attention to the slumber of 

our own deaths, and the harvest of souls at the end of 

time, which we call the Parousia. We stand in awe at 

God’s power and the inevitability of God’s ultimate  

victory, but we recognise that the time approaching the 

Parousia will involve struggle. In the meantime, as we 

await God’s kingdom, we do not stand idle, but instead 

seek to be models of God’s justice until it arrives in  

fullness.  

  

Liturgy of Life 

Jesus sees arrest and persecution as an opportunity to 

testify to God’s truth. The word martyr comes from the 

Greek word meaning “testify” or “give witness.”  

Originally those who went to court on behalf of a de-

fendant were called witnesses and could make or break 

a case. For Jesus, the honour of being a witness for God 

was inherent in discipleship. The strength of one’s wit-

ness lay in Jesus’ assurance that he would supply the 

words and wisdom of the truth for each disciple. The 

reward for courage was eternal life. How do you give 

witness to Jesus?            LTP Sourcebook 2025 

  

   

           

My dear people 

 

After two weeks, we return to the readings from the Gospel 

of Luke, and we notice that Jesus has arrived in  

Jerusalem. The Sunday lectionary devotes only three 

weeks as to what happens during the last week of Jesus in 

Jerusalem.   

We need to look at chapter 20 of Luke to get the context of 

today’s gospel. Jesus has entered the Temple, driven out 

the traders, saying, ‘my house is a house of prayer but you 

have turned it into a den of thieves.’  

Having arrived in Jerusalem Jesus teaches in the temple. 

In chapter 20 we read how the Jewish leaders question his 

authority, he tells them the parable of the wicked tenants, 

he is questioned about taxation, the Sadducees question 

him about the resurrection. Once he has dealt with the 

Sadducees, Jesus poses them a question about David and 

finally he warns them about the scribes. 

Today, in response to people who are talking about the 

temple remarking how it is adorned with beautiful stones  

and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus predicts its destruction,  

and warns about false prophets. He also speaks about the 

persecution of the disciples. All these are in apocalyptic 

language. 

  

We need to keep in mind that the fulfilment of these are 

found in the Acts of Apostles. During the 50’s and 60’s  

before the destruction of the temple in the 70’s the  

disciples were persecuted, imprisoned and some were put 

to death. 

 But the message of the gospel is that in time of great trial 

the disciples are not to lose hope, because Jesus will give 

them ‘mouth and wisdom which none of the adversaries 

will be able to withstand or contradict.’ 

Before the final coming of Jesus there is a long wait. We 

too will face suffering and persecution. But it will also be 

marked with the guiding light of a loving God. Jesus  

assures his disciples, ‘not a hair of your head will be lost.’ 

God will triumph. No wonder Pope Francis giving us this 

‘Year of Hope’ reminded us, that ‘Hope never Fails.’ 

  
God Bless you and love you all.          

Canon Edward 

 

Mass for Deceased Family & Friends of  

St Stephen’s parishioners on Saturday 22nd  

November at 10am. Where we will pray for and  

remember our loved ones together. All welcome. 

This will be an opportunity for us as a parish  

community to remember and pray for those that have  

departed us. 

 

Repository: Christmas cards, calendars, advent  

calendars, children’s Christmas books, candles and 

Christmas Mass Bouquet cards on sale now in the  

Repository. Please take time to visit after weekend 

Masses. (cash only please). 

 

Mass Intentions: If you would like to offer a Mass 

for an intention, please use the Mass Intention  

Envelopes available at the back of the church and post 

it through the presbytery letterbox. Please ensure you 

include your contact number. The recommended  

stipend (donation) advised by the Archdiocese for a 

Mass Intention is £10. Please give plenty of notice to 

avoid disappointment if you would like specific date 

for your intention as we may not always be able to  

accommodate your request at short notice (at least 6 

months notice is recommended). If you are a UK tax 

payer please complete the Gift Aid declaration on the 

reverse of the envelope. Cheques made payable to 

‘RCAS Welling’.    Thank you. 

 

Your Legacy of Faith: Remember the Church with a 

gift in your Will. When you move onto the next life, 

you can make your lifetime of faith live on through a 

gift in your Will. If you are thinking of putting your 

affairs in order, the Archdiocese of Southwark can 

help. If you would like to find out more and receive 

information on Will writing and estate planning  

contact the team on legacy@rcaos.org.uk or tel.no. 

020 7960 2504. An information leaflet is available on 

the table in the porch.  A copy is also on https://

rcaos.org.uk/donate/leave-a-legacy/ 

 

Mind in Bexley is for anyone struggling with their 

mental health. We assist people in their recovery,  

helping them take control of their wellbeing and lead 

fulfilled, productive lives. We also offer help to anyone 

who is supporting someone who is struggling with 

their mental health.  To see the full range of services 

available, go to https://mindinbexley.org.uk/to  

Mind in Bexley is at 2a Devonshire Rd, Bexleyheath 

DA6 8DS 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Coffee Morning on Sunday in the parish hall 

between the 2 morning Masses. Please join us for a 

cuppa & chat. Donations welcomed. 

 

Parish Hall Entrance & Exit Doors: Please note 

that the only entrance and exit in & out of the parish 

hall is now the doors with the slope. New internal 

doors have been fitted creating a porch area. Please 

close the doors after you have entered into the hall in 

order to exclude drafts and keep the hall warm in the 

winter weather. The door facing the carpark is to be 

used in an emergency exit from the hall only.  

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament weekdays 

from 9am. Please join us. 

 

Cemetery Blessings of Graves   

Sidcup (Blackfen)          16th Nov at 2pm 

 
November Remembrance – A bowl is in front of 

the altar for the month of November in which you can 

put names of the departed to be prayed for. 

 

Reception 2026: Open Meetings and Tours at 

St Stephen's Catholic Primary School for  

parents/carers of children due to start school in  

September 2026 (children born between 1st September 

2021 and 31st August 2022) on: 

Tuesday 25th November 9:30am 

There will be a talk from the Headteacher and the  

opportunity to tour the school. 

School Address: Ruskin Avenue, Welling DA16 3QG. 

https://www.st-stephens.bexley.sch.uk/ 

 

CAFOD’s World Gifts catalogues are available on 

the table in the porch. Every purchase helps families  

overcome poverty, build brighter futures and celebrate 

Christmas with dignity. To order gifts visit https://

worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ or scan the QR code or call 

0300 777 0030. Please take a catalogue home. 

 

Sidcup Debt Advice: If you are struggling with debt 

or money worries Sidcup Debt Advice may be able to 

help. For a free confidential conversation contact us on 

0208 269 8621 or email at sidcupda@gmail.com  

Leaflets available on the table in the porch—please 

take a copy home to read. 
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